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A yazma is a piece of fine cloth to which 
decoration has been applied either by brush or 
by means of a carved wooden stamp. Yazmas 
are much cheaper to produce than embroidery, 
and much easier to manufacture in large quan ­
tities for the market.
Yazmas in which the design is applied by brush 
are much finer than those in which blocks 
are employed, but the motifs used in both 
methods are largely identical, consisting of 
leaves, flowers and inscriptions. Geometrical 
and symbolic designs are very rare. The very 
fine linen, silk or cotton to which these designs 
are applied lends itself particularly to a light 
and cheerful type of decoration. In the oldest 
type of yazma we find floral motifs reminiscent 
of those employed in the borders of that period, 
while in the Tulip Period the same elegance and 
lightheartedness in the employment of natural 
motifs can be seen in the yazma as in other 
branches of art. The Baroque style, however, 
had little influence on yazma decoration, which 
remained faithful to its own individual tradition.
The manufacture of yazmas were closely con­
nected with the Ottoman court in so far as the 
revenue from their manufacture formed part of 
the Queen Mother's privy purse. To increase 
this revenue, therefore, yazmas began to be 
manufactured in various centres in Anatolia and 
Istanbul, one of the centres inthe latter being 
the Bosphorus village of Kandilli.
91
The high quality of the yazmas produced in the 
Kandilli workshops show that they were pro­
duced for an elite class. This was no doubt 
determined by the fact that the district of Kan­
dilli was closely connected with the palace. It 
formed a country resort for the Sultan and the 
courtiers from the time of Murat III (1574- 
1595), and various members of the Imperial 
family had villas and palaces there as late as
the middle of the 19th century.
My own researches into Kandilli yazmas were 
prompted by a collection I had made of of piec­
es from the Kandilli workshops. These included 
bundle wrappers, namaz cloths, kerchiefs and 
handkerchiefs manufactured from very high 
quality cloth and muslin, and displaying ex­
quisite decoration in both the brush and block 
techniques.
Kandilli işi yazma. - Kandilli yazma.
92
Taha Toros Arşivi
* 0 0 1 5 2 1  1 0 8 0 0 6 *
